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State:

Mont. Code § 18-4-402. Cooperative purchasing authorized.

The department may participate in, sponsor, conduct, or administer a cooperative purchasing agreement for the procurement of any

supplies or services with one or more public procurement units in accordance with an agreement entered into between the participants

independent of the requirements of part 3. Cooperative purchasing may include purchasing through federal supply schedules of the

United States general services administration, joint or multiparty contracts between public procurement units, open-ended state public

procurement unit contracts that are made available to local public procurement units, and competitive contracts established by for-profit,

not-for-profit, or nonprofit cooperative entities.

Counties:

Mont. Code § 7-5-2310. Power to enter and execute cooperative purchasing agreements. 

(1) A county may enter into an agreement for cooperative purchasing as defined in 18-4-401 with:

(a) the state;

(b) a political subdivision of the state or any other state; and

(c) any other government entity as defined in 2-11-103.

(2) Goods or services procured by participation in a cooperative purchasing agreement or program allowed in this section are considered

to have been acquired in accordance with this part.

Mont. Code § 7-5-2304. Exemptions from competitive bidding requirements. The provisions of 7-5-2301 do not apply to contracts for:

(1) public printing entered into in accordance with the provisions of Title 18, chapter 7, part 4;

(2) purchases that, in the opinion of the governing body, are made necessary by fire, flood, explosion, storm, earthquake, other

elements, epidemic, or riot or insurrection; for the immediate preservation of order or the public health; for the restoration of a condition

of usefulness that has been destroyed by accident, wear, tear, or mischief; or for the relief of a stricken community overtaken by

calamity; and

(3) a cooperative purchasing agreement allowed in 7-5-2310.

Municipalities:

Mont. Code § 7-5-4303. Exemptions from bidding or advertising requirements for certain contracts.

 (1) The provisions of 7-5-4302 as to advertisement for bids shall not apply upon the happening of any emergency caused by fire, flood,

explosion, storm, earthquake, riot, insurrection, or other similar emergency, but in such case the council may proceed in any manner

which, in the judgment of three-fourths of the members of the council present at the meeting, duly recorded in the minutes of the

proceedings of the council by aye and nay vote, will best meet the emergency and serve the public interest. Such emergency shall be

declared and recorded at length in the minutes of the proceedings of the council at the time the vote thereon is taken and recorded.
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(2) When there are sufficient funds in the budget for supplies or equipment, a city or town may, without bid, purchase such supplies or

equipment from government agencies available to cities or towns when the same can be purchased by such city or town at a substantial

saving to such city or town.

About Sourcewell:

Sourcewell is a service cooperative created by the Minnesota legislature as a local unit of government. Minn. Const. art. XII, sec. 3. As a

public corporation and agency, Sourcewell is governed by local elected municipal officials and school board members. Minn. Stat. §

123A.21 Subd. 4 (2017). Under its enabling statute, Sourcewell is explicitly authorized to provide cooperative purchasing services to

eligible members. Id. at Subd. 7(23).

Sourcewell follows the competitive contracting law process to solicit, evaluate and award cooperative purchasing contracts for goods

and services. Sourcewell cooperative purchasing contracts are made available through the joint exercise of powers law to member

agencies. Minn. Stat. § 471.59 (2017). Membership in Sourcewell is available for all eligible state and local governments, education,

higher education and nonprofit entities across North America. § 123A.21 at Subd. 3.

Disclaimer:

The information found on the Sourcewell website is provided for educational and informational purposes only. This information contained

on the Sourcewell website, including any printed material derived from the website, is not legal advice and no attorney-client or other

contractual relationship is formed by access to this information. Information here may be out of date, obsolete, or otherwise inaccurate.

Please consult with a qualified attorney regarding any questions.
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